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E.O. 11652: GDS TAGS: LI 

SUBJECT: PORT OF MONROVIA AGREEMENT 

REF: MONROVIA 0480 

1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S TIMELY MESSAGE (REFTEL) WHICH 
POINTS UP LIBERIAN CONCERN TO MOVE FORWARD WITH NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON NEW PORT OF MONROVIA AGREEMENT. WE REGRET DELAYS 
AND ARE NOW EAGER TO RATIONALIZE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT VIS-A- 
VIS GOL DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES AS WELL AS REMOVE BURDEN 
FROM CU APPROPRIATIONS. 

2. BECAUSE OF THE TIME THAT HAS ELAPSED SINCE THE PRO- 
POSAL WAS INITIALLY SUGGESTED AND SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 031061 

TO THE ATTENTION OF CONGRESS, NEW CONSULTATIONS WITH 
CONGRESS WILL BE NECESSARY PRIOR TO FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE GOL. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT GIVEN CON- 
GRESSIONAL SENSITIVITY TO INDEPENDENT EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
ACTION IN AREAS OF AID AND DEBT. WE ARE GIVING THE MATTER 
OF CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATION OUR URGENT ATTENTION. 
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3. PROVIDED CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS RAISE NO NEW OB- 
JECTIONS, STATE AND TREASURY WILL CLEAR CIRCULAR 175 RE- 
QUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE GOL. 

VANCE 
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